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Mattot/Massei | *yon/miwn | "Tribes/Journeys "(A Double Portion) 
e Torah: Numbers 30:2-36:13 


The Torah portion this week is a double portion. You will remember when Ezra 
divided the Torah into 54 portions for the yearly reading, there were a few extras for 
"leap years" and other calendar anomalies. The first portion this week is entitled 
Matot and it begins in Chapter 30. That word means "tribes". Chapter 30 deals with 
vows that are made between people and between people and God. It reminds us to 
say what we mean and to mean what we say. Principle 1: Words are important. We 
are not to be double-minded people nor are we to be double-tongued people. A 
believer's promise should mean something. 


Chapter 31 is the account of the taking and the 

/ destruction of Midian. The Midianites angered the Lord 
because they introduced the Israelites to the sins of sexual 

> deviancy, child-sacrifice, and all that had to do with the 

E ` most fleshly and heinous form of Baal worship, the cult 
ZA Lat of Peor. Principle 2: This chapter reminds us to stand up 

W. ALKER) to our enemies. And it reminds us that God keeps score 
of | TEXAS RANGER and holds people accountable for the wrongs that they do. 
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Chapter 32 tells us that the 
tribes of Gad and Reuben 


found the land to be rich on RFECT the 


eastern side of the Jordan 


river. They petitioned Moses for 
that land instead of the land 
God intended for them. These two 


tribes would be the first to later be taken into captivity without the Jordan to protect 
them and without the presence of the other tribes to protect them. God's perfect will 
was for them to take the land west of the Jordan, but He permitted them to take the 
land east of the Jordan. They settled for man's best instead of God's best. Principle 3: 
God will permit us to be in a place that is second best for us, even though that is not 
His perfect will for our lives. 


Chapter 33 introduces our 
second portion of the week. It 
is entitled Massei, meaning 
"journeys". This is a summary 
of every start and stop that the 
Israelites make on their way 
from Egypt to Canaan. It is a 
chronicle of starts and mis- 
starts; it is a chronicle of 
failure. It is a chronicle of 
tears. It is a chronicle of 
missed opportunities. Part of the problem is that the Israelites were continually 
looking to the past. They longed for Egypt, forgetting what Egypt really was. They 
longed for the familiar. They longed for the "leeks and garlic and the free fish they 
had back in Egypt", They have forgotten about the slavery and humiliation. They are 
constantly looking back to their past and it hinders their ability to enjoy God's 
blessing in the present. We too can be robbed of joy in the present by spending all of 
our time looking to our past. This can lead to depression and ingratitude. Principle 
4: Living in the past robs us of experiencing the manna that God has for us in the 
present. This keeps us in the wilderness. 


In this fabulous book of Numbers 
we have seen over and over how 
important words are. The book 
begins with God speaking to 
Moses in the Sinai desert. 
Remember that the title to this 
book is really B'Midbar meaning 
"In the Desert" or "In the 
Wilderness". This journey was 
meant to take a mere 11 days, but 
disobedience after disobedience 
stretched it out into a 40 year journey in the wilderness. Like the children of Israel, 
we often find ourselves "in the desert" or "in the wilderness". We can find ourselves 
in the desert financially, emotionally, physically, and spiritually. Perhaps you are in 
one of those places today. 


I have grown to love ole Moses during our time together. We've wandered with him 
through this book. Moses' failures are always in the context of his love for his people. 
We felt his sorrow a few weeks ago as his precious sister Miriam died and the water 
suddenly stopped. She had always been there for him and now his big sister was 
gone. She had spared his little life when she put him in a basket and put him in the 
Nile River. Yes, Miriam had always been there for his ministry. She was gone. He 
was heart-broken. There was no water and the people grumbled bitterly. He had 
enough and even though God told him to speak to the rock and it would bring forth 


water; he struck it in anger. Moses was there. Moses was tired. Perhaps Moses was 
depressed. He was B'Midbar..... in the desert..... in the wilderness. I've been there in 
the wilderness; have you? 


And then in chapter 33 he loses his big brother. The Bible tells us, " 


36 They journeyed from Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin, that is, 
Kadesh 37 They journeyed from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, at the edge 
of the land of Edom. 

38 Then Aaron the priest went up to Mount Hor at the command of the LORD, and 
died there in the fortieth year after the sons of Israel had come from the land of 
Egypt, on the first day in the fifth month. 39 Aaron was one hundred twenty-three 
years old when he died on Mount Hor. 


And now - Moses is alone. He is 120 years old. His time is running out and the one 
thing that he wanted more than anything has been denied to him. God denies him the 
privilege of leading his people into the Promised Land. In the last chapters of our 
portion for this week God gives the tribes the Land of Israel, but Moses will not be 
there with them. God gives His people their Promised Land. It is a dry place. Itis a 
rough place, but it is the place that God chose to call His place, and in that place He 
brought relief to all of mankind. 


In the Book of Hebrews in the New 
Testament, the writer is writing to 
Jews who like Moses had become 
discouraged in their journey. They 
H were just at the point of giving up on 

Jesus. They had turned away from 
aie Seok ol Hebrews Judaism and they had put their faith in 
i Jesus as Messiah. But now things 
were heating up in Rome. Nero was on the hunt and Christ-Followers were the ones 
being hunted and killed. The Jewish Christians were thinking, "What on earth have 
we done? Should we throw in the towel and drop this whole Jesus thing?" The writer 
of Hebrews tells them ours is a savior worth having. He tells them that faith is what 
pleases God and he tells them to keep their eyes on Jesus. We don't know who the 
author is, but he starts off telling his audience that Jesus is greater than all that went 
before him. Principle 5: The Book of Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who 
had become discouraged in their faith. I read, 


1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in 
many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. (Hebrews Chapter 1) ..... 
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle 
and High Priest of our confession; 2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as 
Moses also was in all His house. 3 For He has been counted worthy of more glory 
than Moses...." (Hebrews Chapter 3) 


Church, when we're in the wilderness, Jesus is a high priest upon whom we can depend. 
We can share every burden of our heart with him. He understands us. The writer is 
saying that the reader should press on, keep at it, lean on Him because He understands us 
and can sympathize with our humanity, our short-comings. 


14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high 
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in 
all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence 
to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. (Hebrews Chapter 4) 


When we get discouraged and when we feel like hanging it all up that is when our 
faith in ourselves can give way to faith in Him. Faith is important to God. You can't 
get to the Promised Land without faith. Principle 6: Without faith it is impossible to 
please God. (Hebrews 11:6) 


I know some of your are so tired and 
discouraged right now and you don't know 

. how you're going to keep on keeping on. You 
Looking are just like weary Moses and the weary 
"tribes" in our Torah portion today. Let me 
Unto Je SUS tell you how you can make it. 
Hebrews 12.2 
The writer of Hebrews had been to the games 
in Greece. He gives us a wonderful picture 
of a race. It is arace we can run and it is a 
race we can win. How do we get out of the wilderness? He says, 


1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12) 


There is much discussion about what 
verse one might mean. One way to 
interpret it is that you have a crowd of 
departed saints cheering you on. They 
are saying, "YES... YOU CAN DO 
THIS!" They are cheering for you. 
Another way is that the great men and 
women of the faith have done this faith 


thing before and it works. Their faith had its reward. Now, please note that in Greece 
the runner would run naked. Why? Because he wanted absolutely NOTHING to 
encumber him as he ran the race. He didn't want anything catching the wind or 
tangling up in his feet. The instruction is that we are to throw off any sin or anything 
that is holding us back, and we are to run. Throw off your disbelief. Take your sins 
of the heart and your sins of the flesh and lay them at the foot of the cross. Now, 
RUN!!! And what do you run towards? The text tells us to "fix our eyes on Jesus 
who is the beginner and the finisher of our faith". The passage then tells us that "for 
the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross." What was that joy? I believe 
He hung on that cross and look forward into time into the face of each of us. We were 
His joy. Saving you and me was His purpose and end. The writer then tells us, 
"Consider Him..... so you will not grow weary and lose heart." Principle 7: Fix your 
eyes on Him so you don't grow weary and lose heart. 


Church, don't grow weary and lose heart. 
Church, don't grow weary and lose heart. 


Turn to your neighbor and say, "Don't grow weary and lose heart." 


God has a destination for each of us, and ultimately that destination is heaven. 
Meanwhile, He intends for you to live life and live it abundantly while you're on the 
journey.(John 10:10) You need to be headed in the right direction, so fix your eyes on 
Jesus. 


Now, run like you've never run before. You have a "paraclete" ("assistant called to 
your side") running next to you giving you refreshment, and encouraging you on. 
That helper is the Holy Spirit of God Himself. The Bible says, "You CAN do this!" 
You may feel that you're B'Midbar "in the wilderness" this morning, but help is only a 


prayer away. 


Let us pray 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor McMullen may be reached by email at uniongrove362 @ gmail.com 
or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 Tel: 936-825-1227 


